Scoutmaster’s Book Favorites

For all those scouts who enjoy reading, these are some of my favorite adventure books, in no particular order.  Enjoy!

Canoeing with the Cree – Eric Sevareid
“In 1930 two young Minneapolis men, Eric Sevareied, age 17 and Walter Port, age 19, launched their 18-foot canvas canoe in the Minnesota River at Fort Snelling to begin the long journey from Minneapolis to Hudson’s Bay.”

Sevareid and Port traveled a total of 2,250 miles.  This book was written by Sevareid when he was 18 and is written in a simple, plain style.  It is a favorite of canoeists.

Distant Fires – Scott Anderson
The cover of my copy says “1 canoe, 2 guys, 3 months, 45 pounds of macaroni and cheese”.  The author follows the example of Sevaried and canoes to Hudson’s Bay.  However, instead of following the Minnesota River, they canoe up the north shore of Lake Superior.  Better writing than Canoeing with the Cree. 
South – Ernest Shackleton
In Shackleton’s own words, this is his account of the harrowing 2 year expedition to Antarctica.  Good, but I like Endurance (below) better.
Endurance – Alfred Lansing
An excellent account of the Shackleton expedition.  Great adventure writing.  This book has one of my favorite quotes, author unknown:

“For scientific leadership give me Scott; for swift and efficient travel, Amundsen; but when you are in a hopeless situation, when there seems no way out, get down on your knees and pray for Shackleton.”

When you’re finished reading this, you’ll have the beginnings of understanding what leadership is.  What an unbelievable story.  One of my favorites.
The River of Doubt – Candice Millard
One of the best adventure stories I’ve read.  Ex-president Teddy Roosevelt travels to the Amazon to chart an unknown river and almost dies.  It’s unbelievable the amount of physical labor these expeditions entailed; hacking through the jungle dragging/carrying a dugout canoe.  Hundreds (thousands?) of pounds of food and equipment.  After reading this you really appreciate REI.
Into Thin Air – Jon Krakauer
People Magazine called it “A harrowing account of the perils of high-altitude climbing, a story of bad luck and worse judgment and of heartbreaking heroism.”  The author’s account of the 1996 Everest expedition (of which he was a participant) in which 9 people died.  Very well written.  You can feel the effects of oxygen depletion as you’re reading.
Lost in the Wild – Cary J. Griffith
Two accounts of being lost in the northern Minnesota forest; one man hiking alone on the Pow Wow trail, the other (an Eagle Scout) guiding other scouts in the BWCA.  Both make mistakes that get them into big trouble.  Read the book and think about how you would have done it differently.
The Lost City of Z – David Grann
In 1925, British explorer Percy Fawcett went into the Amazon to look for an ancient city of treasure he called Z.  He was never seen again.  The author attempts to trace the path of the explorer.  Part mystery, part adventure, he endures the same hardships other jungle explorers endure.  See if he finds the city.  A great read.  
Off the Map – John Harrison
The back cover of my copy says “the last time John Harrison ventured into the jungle, a member of his group died.  This time, he brought his wife”.  
Starts slow, picks up in the middle, and I love the ending.  Piranha, poisonous snakes, swarms of black wasps, incredible heat and humidity; it’s all here for your enjoyment.  You keep wondering if this husband and wife team is really smart or really lucky.  Read this one and see how you would do it differently, and if you could take it.
A Death on the Barrens – George Grinnell
From the back cover; “In 1955, author George Grinnell was one of five young men who set off with 36-year-old Art Moffat on a canoe trip through Canada’s arctic.  The group was unprepared for the cold.  They ran out of food, and the winter closed in.  Then the group inadvertently went over a waterfall and the leader, Art Moffat, died of hypothermia.”

This group conducted a clinic on how not to conduct a canoe trip.  A first rate misadventure.  Well written, you scratch your head as you read it wondering what these guys were thinking.
